PROTOCOL

of the Latvian - Swiss Joint Committee meeting on international Road
Transport held on 24 - 25 April 2014 in Riga, Latvia

related to the

Agreement on International Road Transport for Goods and Passengers
(signed on 28 April 1998, in force since 13 December 1998)

The members of the delegations are listed in the Annex of the Protocol.

At the beginning of the meeting, the delegations agreed on the following
agenda:

1. Exchange of information on road transport and trade volumes between
Latvia and Switzerland.

2. New developments of transport policy in Latvia and Switzerland
(implementation of the EU Road Transport Package, developing of
ERRU, road transport user charges, etc.).

3. Passenger services and passenger rights in road transport.

4. Miscellaneous, including development of the ECMT multilateral quota
system, gigaliner concept, etc.

1. Exchange of information on_road transport and trade volumes between
Latvia and Switzerland

The delegations informed each other about trade relations between both
countries and about the organization of the road transport sectors in each of
them. The Latvian delegation presented information on passenger and goods
transport by road in Latvia, as well as information on international trade
between Latvia and Switzerland.

The Latvian side noted that during the year 2013 in comparison with the
previous year the export volume in EUR to Switzerland decreased by 6,7 %
and the import volume from Switzerland decreased by 1,1%. Conversely in
tons export volume increased by 13%, but import volume decreased by 13%.

Total trade turnover in EUR between both countries during 2013 decreased by
2,9% and constituted 128,4 million EUR. At the same time trade turnover in
tons increased by 10,8%.
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In EUR the import of goods from Switzerland to Latvia exceeds export from
Latvia to Switzerland more than 2 times but in tons export from Latvia exceeds
import of goods from Switzerland more than 12 times. That means more
valuable goods are imported from Switzerland.

The Latvian side informed that main types of goods imported from Switzerland
are products of the chemical and allied industries (66,7%), machinery and
mechanical appliances and electrical equipment (5,2%) as well as optical
instruments and apparatus, clocks, watches, musical instruments (3,8). Main
types of goods exported to Switzerland are transport vehicles (12,3%), wood
and articles of wood (4,3%), pulp of wood, paper and paperboard (3,2%).

The Swiss side noted that their statistical data is quite similar and informed that
the main mode of transport of the carriage of goods between both countries is
by road. In previous year 78,3% of export from Switzerland to Latvia and
99,6% of import from Latvia to Switzerland was performed by road transport.

The Swiss delegation stressed that there is significant potential for the further
development of trade relations between both countries. Regarding the
ecological standards of Latvian vehicles, the Swiss side noted the fact that 69%
of total goods transport carriage between Switzerland and Latvia were
performed by trucks which comply to EUROS5 standard.

The Latvian side informed about the structure of the heavy goods vehicle fleet
and noted that in 2013, in comparison with the previous year, the fleet involved
in international carriage of goods has increased by 6,1% and reached 14518
units. At the same time the number of Latvian companies involved in
international goods transport operations decreased not significantly and was
4094.

Both sides expressed hope that the trade turnover and the number of
international passenger and goods transport operations between Latvia and
Switzerland will increase in the nearest future.

2. New developments of transport policy in _Latvia _and _Switzerland
(implementation of the EU Road Transport Package, developing of ERRU,
road transport user charges, etc.)

It was noted that within the last year there have not been any serious problems
in international goods transport operations which were performed in
accordance with the agreement between Latvia and Switzerland on
international road transport as well as the Land Transport Agreement between
Switzerland and the EU.

The Latvian delegation informed that in accordance with Directive 2006/38/EC
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006 amending
Directive 1999/62/EC on the charging of heavy goods vehicles for the use of
certain infrastructures Latvia plans to introduce road vignette for trucks with
permissible total weight over 3.5 tons starting as from July 1, 2014. The
Latvian side noted that the vignette will be electronic. It is foreseen to organize
purchasing of it by a fuel card, a credit card, by mobile phone or by internet. It
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is planned that the payment will be fixed in the amount of 11 EUR per day and
applied only on main roads. The carriers will be able to purchase a day, a
week, a month and a year vignettes. An electronic database will be used for
control of the vignette system. The vignettes will be issued taking into
consideration ecological standards of the vehicles, number of axles, etc. The
Latvian side will provide more detailed information concerning this matter
before the introduction of the vignette system.

The Swiss delegation informed regarding heavy vehicle fee in Switzerland. It
depends on the permissible total weight of a heavy goods vehicle and its
trailers, emission class, and kilometres travelled. In line with the polluter-pays
principle, this covers the so-called “external costs” of heavy goods traffic.
Currently applied rates in Switzerland are as follows:

Fee Euro classes Cost for 300 km with a 40 t
truck from 1.7. 2012
categories
:EUR EUR
Category 1 EURO 0, I and II 3.10 cts 2.54 cts 372 304.90
EURO II with DPF 2.79 cts 2.29 cts 334.80 274.40
Category 2 EURO III 2.69 cts 2.20 cts 322.80 264.60
EURO III with DPF 2.42 cts 1.98 cts 290.40 238.00
Category 3 EURO IVetV 228 cts 1.87 cts 273.60 224.30
EURO VI 2.05 cts 1.68 cts 246 201.60

(Exchange rate: 1 EUR = 1.22 CHF)

The Swiss delegation informed that in the nearest future it is not planned to
review the current rates.

With regard to the latest developments in the road transport legislation of
Switzerland it was emphasized that on the basis of the Land Transport
Agreement between Switzerland and the EU the transposition of the EU Road
Package Regulations No 1071/2009, 1072/2009 and 1073/2009 is in progress
with the exception of national cabotage clauses. It has been discussed with the
EU Commission that a two years transitional period should be foreseen for the
introduction of licencing for small trucks from 3.5 up to 6 tons.

Upon the request of the Swiss delegation the Latvian side demonstrated the
functioning of the ERRU system in Latvia stressing that the exchange of
information is based on the HUB connection method and it will be fully
operational when the all EU countries have joined the system. It was noted that
the work concerning categorization of infringements is being continued within
the ERRU working group organized by the European Commission.
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“EKOJIAVIHC BBJITAPHSI” EOOJ] (Bulgaria), SIA “BUS SERVISS”
(Latvia). The said application has been approved by the Latvian side and sent
for the examination to the Swiss side which is going to provide its opinion
within two months as from the date of receiving.

The Latvian side informed about implementation of the Regulation No
181/2011 concerning the rights of passengers in bus and coach transport and
amending Regulation (EC) No 2006/2004.

The Latvian delegation informed that responsible for the enforcement of this
Regulation is the Road Transport Administration and it is also dealing with the
personal claims of the bus passengers. Latvia has opted to implement
exceptions for domestic regular services and bus lines to third countries. At
present only the Riga international bus station could be designated as terminal
where assistance for disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility can
be provided. Carriers in Latvia already have special trainings regarding
assistance provided to disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility and
disability. :












