PROTOCOL

of the Swiss - Latvian Joint Committee meeting on international Road Transport
held on 30 - 31 August 2012 in Berne, Switzerland

related to the

Agreement on International Road Transport for Passengers and Goods
(signed on 28 April 1998, in force since 13 December 1998)

The members of the delegations are listed in the Annex of the Protocol.
At the beginning of the meeting, the delegations agreed on the following agenda:

1. Exchange of information on road transport and trade volumes between
Switzerland and Latvia

2. New development of transport policy in Switzerland and in Latvia (imple-
mentation of EU road transport package, road transport user charges in LV
and CH etc.)

3. Transport of passengers and goods in accordance with the Agreement

4. Miscellaneous, including development and new perspectives on ECMT
multilateral quota

1 Exchange of information on road transport and trade
volumes between Switzerland and Latvia

The Swiss and Latvian delegations gave information and statistical data on the
development of trade as well as on road transport of goods between the two coun-
tries.

The balance of trade between the two countries is like in previous years in favor of
Switzerland. In terms of transport services, the balance is still largely in favor of
Latvia.

According to Swiss statistics, Latvian exports were increasing 60% in volume of
tons from 2009 to 2011. Swiss exports were increasing 49% in volume of tons.
According to Latvian statistics, exports were decreasing 72.8% from 2010 to 2011
(in Euro -36.9%), while imports were increasing 34.3% (in Euro +13.8%).

In accordance with information provided by the Swiss delegation import traffic
(Latvia-Switzerland), i 2011 more than 80% of the exchanges of goods were car-
ried out by Latvian vehicles. Almost 18% were carried out by third countries haul-
iers and only about 2% by Swiss hauliers. For exports from Switzerland, about



44% were carried out by Latvian vehicles, 26% by Swiss, which is a strong in-
crease compared to 2009 (9%). Approximately 29% were carried out by third
countries vehicles.
More than 97% (in tons) of the goods imported from Latvia to Switzerland were
transported by road transport, while on the export side from Switzerland to Latvia
80% were transported by road, almost 20% by air.
Major Latvian export articles to Switzerland in 2011:

- wood products

- chemical products

- vehicles and machines

- metal products

- textiles

Major export articles from Switzerland to Latvia in 2011:
- pharmaceutical and chemical products
- machines
- watches, precision instruments

54.2% of the Latvian trucks running in Switzerland in the first semester of 2012
belong to the EURO V category. The EURO |V category makes 28.3% of the total
number.

For Latvia, Switzerland stands at the 21* position in foreign trade turnover, due to
high value imports.

Both delegations are asked to analyze the differences in their statistics concerning
the import of goods from Latvia to Switzerland.

2 New developments of transport policy in Switzerland
and Latvia, (implementation of EU road transport
package, road transport user charges in LV and CH
etc.)

The Swiss delegation presents the new developments in transport policy, specifi-
cally some elements related to EU transport policy.

Heavy vehicle fee LSVA

The distance-related heavy vehicle fee (LSVA) has been levied in Switzerland
since 1 January 2001. It depends on the total weight of a heavy goods vehicle and
its trailers, exhaust emissions, and kilometres travelled. In line with the polluter-
pays principle, this covers the so-called “external costs” of heavy goods traffic.
Lorries from Switzerland contribute 66% of revenues from the LSVA. In 2012 the
levels of the fees were adjusted in cooperation with the European Commission.
EURO VI is promoted by the Swiss government, therefore there’s a discount of
10% compared to EURO IV and V given to those vehicles.




Fee cate- | Euro classes HVF rates per ton- Cost for 300 km

) km until 30.6.2012 with a 40 t truck
gories from 1.7. 2012

CHF EUR CHF EUR CHF EUR

Category | EUROO, land I 3.07 cts 2.50 cts 3.10 cts 2.92 cls 372 302.40
1 EURO Il with DPF | 2.76cts | 2.24cts | 2.79cts 2.27 cts 334.80 272.20
Category | EUROIlI 266¢cts | 2.16cts | 2.69cts 2.18 cts 322.80 262.40
2 EURO Il with DPF | 2.39 cts 194 cts | 2.42cts 1.96 cts | 290.40 236.10
Category | EURO VetV 2.26 cts 1.84cts | 2.28 cts 1.85cts | 273.60 222.40
3 EURO VI 2.26 cts 1.84 cts 2.05cts 1.66 cts 246 200

Exchange rate: 1 EUR = 1.23 CHF

FinéV Fund

In January 2012 the Federal Council submitted the draft bill to finance and up-
grade Switzerland’s rail infrastructure (FABI) to Parliament. It aims to secure fund-
ing for rail infrastructure in the long term.

Renovation of existing Gotthard Road Tunnel
The Gotthard Road Tunnel is the main road for trucks and passengers to cross
the Swiss Alps. After 2020 latest, the tunnel has to be renovated. It's a one tube
system, so there are several solutions considered:

- Closing the tunnel entirely for 2.5 years

- Closing the tunnel for a longer time, with interruptions (3.5 years, total close

for 980 days)

- Closing the system for 1050 days over a period of 7 years
As an alternative, a second tube could be built before renovating the old one. The
Swiss government sees this option as a priority. After discussion in the parliament
a referendum is possible. Road safety is a main argument for a second tube.

Implementation of EU acquis in Swiss legislation

In the framework of the Joint Committee meeting CH — EU on Landtransport
which takes place twice a year, information about new transport regulations is ex-
changed. According to the Landtransport Agreement between Switzerland and the
EU, some transport acts have to be transposed into Swiss law. The last Joint
Committee meeting was held on the 22 June 2012 in Berne.

Switzerland will take over the Road Package (EC 1071-1073/2009), except for the
regulation on national cabotage. Implementation of Swiss legislation in this field is
in course. The Swiss parliament is expected to approve legislation in 2013, its
coming into force is forseen for the end of 2013.

Recently, several regulations and directives in the landtransport sector have been
discussed and are about to be integrated in Swiss law (probably in 2013), such as

— Directive 2002/15/EC, Commission Directive 2009/5/EC, Commission Di-
rective 2009/4/EC, Commission Regulation (EU) No 1266/2009












